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The Sukrtasankirtana is a historical Mahikivys
describing the good deeds of Vastupila, It con-
gists of eleven cantos, and at the end of each canto
sre appended five verses composed by Amare
Pandita, Three out of these are eulogistic, the
fourth mentions Arimmbs as the author of this
work and praises his poetical skill, whils the fifth
records the fact thab these four verses are composed
by Amara.

The popularity of the woik. The Sukrt-
assnkirtana does not seem to Have been P
even among the Jains. Verses from Someévara’s
Kirtikaumudi are often found in the Prak=zitgko 4a
and Jinaharsha's Vastuplacharitra, but none from
the Sakrtasankirtans, Balachandrs has also com-
posed his Vasantdwilasa on the style of the
Kirtikaumudi,

Literatnre abont Vastnpala. The .main
works ;bou(: Vastupdla’s bistory are as under.—
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Contemporary.
I Sukrtasankirtana,
I Kirtikasumudi,

III Dharméibhyndaya.
IV Sukptakirtikaliolint, | Udayaprabha

V  Hammiramadamardana.
VI Vastupila-Tejahpila } Jayasimha
Pragasti Stiri.
VII Vasantavildsa by Bilehandra.
Later.
VIII Vastupilaprabandha in the Prabandhachi-
sothmani
IX Vastupilaprabandha in the Chaturvims.
atiprabandha,
X, Vastupilacharitra of Jinshargha.

The anthor and his religion. The author
«of the Sukrtasankirtana is Arisimha, son of Lavanas
simba, He was a protege of Vastupila and we
understand from the Upadebatarangint that like
Somedvara, the author of the Kirtikaumudi, he too

got a gires and other gifts for this work, Tt is
not clear to what caste he belonged, whother
be was & Bania or a bard, He hss gob the
appellation Thakkura and this appellation was
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common among the Banias too. As to his reli-
gion, it is not quite certain whether he was a Jaina
or a Shaiva, The fact of his bringing the abiriﬁ
of Kumérapils and makinghim to order Bhima
to revive the glory of Jainism speaks in favour of
his being a Jaina, while his omission of salatation
to Jina in the beginning of his poem and his telling
us that Vastupila’'s mother Kuméradevi, though a
leader among those following Jainism, had faith in
S'iva too, which is not mentioned by any other
writer, may lead ome to believe that he was a
S'aiva, of course, not steunch, Jahlana’s Sdktimu-

H
kivall quotes four verses of ArasiK Thakkurs, who
is most probably tho same as our author,
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Amarachandra and his relation with
Ariginha,. Amarachandra is an illustrious figure in
Sanaksta literature, The fame of his works was
not enly restricted among the Jainas, but also ex-
tended to the Brahmins among whom his works
Bilabhérata and Kavikalpalatd were popular. His
other available works are Chhandoratndvali, Syd-
disabdasamuchchaya & Padminanda Kavys. The
last work was composed at the request of Kosthi-

ghrika Padma, a Viyada Bania of Pa’cf:?au Ttis
otherwise known as Jinendracharitra, as it gives
the lives of Tirthankaras. The Prabandhskos‘a
mentions two other works of his, Soktivall and
Kalikalips, Ho compared in one place in his Bala-
bharata the braid. (%t ) to & sword and for this
he was known as Venikrpina Amara. Amara was
the pupil of Jinadatta S'dri of Vayadagachehha,
the anthor of tha Virekavilasa, Jinadatta Stri'a name
is mentioned in this poem among the Acharyas who
accompanied in Vastupil's pilgrimage to Satruifjays
Tns Prabandhakos's tells us that Amarachandra
got the charm of Siddhasirasvata from Kavirijs
Avrisimha, pupil of Jinadatta Siri and by his chaot-
ing this for twonty one days the Goddess of Learn-
ing appeared before bim from the diso of fhe mooa
e
(3) v v fiRERRRAGIT |

oyICd ApEed PEY AR o e 9-vy




(5)

at the midnight of thé twenty-first day and gava
him the boon that he would be a Siddha Kavi,
honoured by all kings. The same Prabandha des-
cribes his entry into the court of Visaladeva and
throngh him of his teacher in fine arts, Arisimha.
Bat the Prabandhachintimani tells us that
Amarachandra had entered the court of Dholka in
the time of Vastupala and was recognised as a poef
of power and note. Amarachandra does not mention
in any of his published works that he was s pupil of
Arisimha in fine arts but it is only clear from ihe
works that he held Arisimha and his poetry in high
esteem. The story about Amara's getting Siddhas-
Arasvata charm from Arisimha and also his intro-
duction of Arisimha into the court of Visaladeva
should be accepted with much reserve. One thing
is, however, clear from this that both Amara &
Arisimha occupied a remarkable position in the
literary court of Visaladeva, Just as Amara-
chandra had composed four verses in the Sukrta-
sankirtana, so the Sitras of Kavikalpalati of
Amarachandra were composed partly by Arisimha

F
and partly by Amara. Amarachandra mentions
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m his Kavikalpalatd ono more work of Ansimha,
EavitArahasya Amrachandra calls Arnsimba in the
Sukrtasankirtana as an able disputant.

Analysis of the Work The first canto
gives the gonealogy of the ChApotkata lngs
Of Vanuryja 1t 1 sad that he founded the
aty of Anahlla Pattana and that he erected
there the temple of Pinchisara Pirvanitha.

After hin Yogarija, Ratniditya, Vamsimha,
Kshemarfija, Chimunda, Rihada, & Bhibhata
successively ruled over Guarat This lst of
ChivdA Lings 1s identical with that gven m
the Sukrtakirtikallohnt of Udagaprabha In view
of the concurrence of these two authorities, the
statement in Krishnip’s Ratnamild, which 1s nob
80 old as 13 beleved, 11 unrehable,

The second eanto deseribes the reigns of the
Chaulukya kings Mdlrije’s pilgrimage to Somes'vara
every Monday 13 also mentioned m Bilachandra’s
Vasantavilisa The fourth verse refers to his
erection of Tripurusha Prisida m Anahillavida
Moloraja  defeated Birapa, the general of the
lang of Kiuyakubja, and Laksha lng of
Cutch Vallabhariga's victory over the king of
MAlvi 15 colebrated in verse 13th., He had the
‘wruda of Jagajzampana This buruda 1s found 1
e Kumérapilapratibodha, Kirtiksumudi, Sukyta-
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Kirtikalloloni and Vasantaviliss. Durlabharijs
was very modest and was ashamed when his court
poets compared him to Krishna, Bhima defeated
Bhojs of Dhird. Karnaz conquered the king of
_MilvA and brought home from there an image of
Nilakantha Siva. Jayasimha conquered Barbaraka
and took prisoner *Yas'ovarms, king of Dhari.
He had tho tank called Siddhasaras dag and a
high pillar of victory built. Jayasimha was very
devotional towards his mother. Kumirapila abo-
lished the confiscation of the property of tradesmen
dying without male heirs and caused Jaina
temples to be built in every city. He conquered the
king of Jangla, Arporija of »S‘ék&mbhari, and
bis general Awmbada, who was a Bania, defeated
and killed the Kadamba king Mallika Arjuna of
the Konkana. This victory of Ambada iz cor-
cborated by Bilchandra in his Vasantavilisa.
Ajayadeva generally called Ajayapila got from
the king of Simbhara a golden Mandapiki, MMil-
ardja I1, though a child, defeated the Turushkas,
Mshamad Sahabuddin Ghori, Bhimadeva X1 was
very charitable and extravagant. His kingdom was
being devoured by his powerfnl Mangalesas, whom
he was unable to control, Bhima was thus filled
with snxiety abont the fate of his kingom. One
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might a glorious and splendid god, the spirit of
his grand-father Kumérapila, appeared to him in
a dream and said that in order to restore ovder
and to prevent dismemberment of the kingdom
and to save the Jain faith, which was almosb
sinking, he should make Lavanaprasida, £on of
Arnorija, son of Dhavala, to whom he had given
+the principality of Bhimapalll, his SarveSvara
and make his son Viradhavala his Yuvardja.
“Viradhavala then requested king Bhima to give
him good counsellors. Bhima said that there
gerved in this realm, Chandapa fiery in splendour, of
the Porvida lineage. His son was Chandaprasida.
His son Somsa, who served under Jayasimha, acknow-
ledged no master but king Siddharija Jayasimhs,
and no god but the lord of the Jinas. His son
Abvarija who made the universe splendid with
his glory made seven pilgrimages in order to
«wscape seven hells, His wife KumAradevi, though

eminent in the Jaina religon, olso had faith in Jiea.
‘They had thres sans—-Malladeva, Vastupila &
Tejahpila  Bhima then gave Vastpullnand Teja-
bpita s Vieadhavala's counsellors, and gaid to him
that his heroism, which will have sight with theso
4wo as eyes, may now trample down his enemies by

*"sgthemout. The two ministers should fulfil

the messago of Kumfirapila-the glorification of
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the Jamna faith  Ths account, though it materally
differs from that given by Somesvara i hus Kirti—
kaumndi, agrees with that m the two other
contemporary works — (1) Jayasumha's Vastupila-
Tejahpilaprasastt & ( 2) Udayaprabha’s Sukrta
kirtikallolnt Vastupala’s own words should have,
however, more weight 1n this respect In the Narani
riyaninanda he calls himself as the lgh mimster
of'the Gurjaresvara and 1 1ts last canto ho says
that he pted the depend of the gh~
ministership of Bhima, the lord of Gujarat, for the
ncessant occurence of the festival of faith without
any obstacle, which 15 sweet on accounb of 1ts

5
splendid power Bilchandra’s account, however,
agrees with that of Somesvara

In the fourth canto Amnsimha says that Vir-
adhavala with the help of lus ministers conquered
the earth and pub down all wrong and wiolence
Tejahpila then requested Vastupila to keep 1n
mind the king’s command and support the Jamna
rehgion. Both approached thewr spiritual famly
preceptor Vijayasena Stin of the Ndgendragachcha
On this occaston the successton of the priest of
this gachehha 19 glven (1) Mahendra Stn (2)
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Shinti Sari and Amara Sfri, who received from
king ‘Jayasimha the title- Tiger Cubs ” as
they had overcome proud disputants even in their
infancy (4) Haribhadra'Stri (5) Vijayasena Stri,
Vijayasena Stri explained to them the religious
merits of becoming a Sanghidhipati, Vastupila
resolved to do so.

In the jifth canto are described the prepar-
ations for the great pilgimage. Narachandra Stri
of the Maladhri gachthha and spiritual advieer
of Vastupila on his mother’s side, Jinadatta Stri
of the Viyada gachlhha, Yanti Stri of the

Sanderaka gM‘!}ul:hha and Vardhaména Stri of the
Gallaka people were among the notable Achiryas
who accompanied. Mention is made of a halb at
K4sahrada, modern K4sandra, and of the institu-
tion of a great festival in the temple of Rshabha.

In the sizth canto we have a conventionaf
desaription of the sun-rise,

In the seventh canto is described the ascent
of the mountain and the devotional festivities.
After paying his respects to Kaparadi Yaksha, the
presiding deity of the Tirtha, VastupAla entered
the main temple of Adinitha, The Sangha stayed
on the mountain for eight days,

In the eighth the pilgrimage to Deva-



(11)
pattana and Mount Girnar is described, Fromr

éantrunjaya the Sangha started to Devapattana
for offering worship 'to Somanftha. Thence it
proceeded to Girnar. A camp was pitched
at the-foot of the mountain and a 'festival was.
held. Then follows the deseription ‘ of the
worship of Nemindtha and the festivals. Having
paid homage to Ambf, the presiding deity of
the Jain temples on Mt Girnar and Simba and
Pradyumna who had  obtained salvation here, the
Sangha descended after a stay of eight days

In the ninth is given a poetical description of
the six' seasons which the minister saw while
descending.

In the tenth begins the return journey. The
Sangha entered Vimanasthali-the modern Vanthali,
in all magnificence. When the procession reach-
ed near Dholka, not only Tejahpala but Viradha-
vala came out with eitizens fo receive him. For
a fuller description of the pilgrimage compare
the last canto of the DharmAbhyndaya and the
cantos eleven and twelve of the Vasantavildsa,

In the eleventh canto the author describes
the temples built and restored by Vastupila,

In Anshilavida Pattan:—

(1) The restoration of the temple of Pan-

chisars Plrsvanithe of Vanardia-
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In Cambay:-

(2) The ercction of a golden staff and knob
on the temple of Bhimes'a.

{(3) The erection of an Uttdapatta before
Bhatidditya and of a golden wreath on
his head.

{4) Excavation of a well in the temple grove
called Vahaka of Bhattarka.

{5) The ercction of a vestibule before the
temple ef the Sun-god Bakula.

{6) The restoration of the Mandapa ond of
the temple of Vaidyanitha.

{7) The erection of high-walled ¢nclosures
for the sale of sour milk toavoid conta-
mination,

{8) The erection of two UpASrayas.

9) The erection of a drinking hall with
round windows on two sides.

In Dholka:—

(10) The building of a temple of AdinAtha.

{11) The erection of two Upllrayas.

{12) The restoration of the temple named
Rinska of Bhattirka,

{13) The construction of n VAph

(14) The ercction of a PrapA.
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On the hatruﬁjaya Hill:-

(15) The erection of an Indramandapa before
the temple of AdinAtha.

(16) Theerection of the temples of Neminitha
and Stambhana Pirsvanitha,

(17) The erection of a statue of the Goddess
of Sarasvati.

(18) The erection of the statmes of his
ancestors,

(19) The setting up of three statues on ele-
phants, his own, that of Tejahpala and
that of Viradhavala.

(20) The erection of sculptures representing
four summits of Mt, Girnar, Avalokana,
Amba, Simba, and Pradyumna,

(21) The preparation of a Torana before the
temple of AdinAtha.

(22) The erection of temples of Suvrta of
Broach and MabAvira of Sichor.

(23) The erection of a Prsthapatta of gold
and precious stones below the image of
Adintha,

(24) The raising of a golden Torana,

Ta the vieinity of PilitApa--
(25) The excavalion of a large tank,
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(26) The erection of an Uplsraya.

(27) The erection of a Prapi,

In the village of Ankeviliyi:-

(28) The digging of a tank.

On Mt. Girnar:-

(29) The erection of temples of Stambhana
Phrsvanitha and Adlsvara of Satrufijaya.

In Stambhana ( ThAmna near Umreth )~

{30) The restoration of the temple of Piréva-
nitha.

{a1) The erection of two Praple near the
temple of Phrévanitha,

At Dabhei:-

432 The placing of golden capitals on the
temple of Vaidyanitha, as the old ones
were carried off by the king of Méalva
and slso the erection of an image of

. the Sun—god, '
On Mount Abu:-

(33) The building of a niche of Mallideya (in
Samvat 1278) for the religious mertts of
the spirib of his elder brother Malladeva,

For fuller and more complete list of Vastu-

pila’s temples and works of piety and public utili-
tv. the render is referred to Jinsharsha's Vasto-
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The date of the composition of the
work. The Sukrtasankirtana was written before
Samvab 1287,in  which year the incriptions on
Mt. Abu are dated,, and after 1278 the date of
building & niche of Mallinitha on Mt. Abu, ment-
ioned in the present work.

Dr. Buhler contributed a very valuable and
exhaustive paper, Das Sukritasanikritana, in the
Sitzungberichte of the Imperial Academy of Sciences
of Vienna ( Vol. CXIX, 1887 ) and an English
translation of the German paper was published in
the Indian Antiquary Vol, XXXI (1902) pp. 477
495, For a complete and eritical stndy of the career
of this one of the greatest minister Gujarat has
ever produced, one should read the introductions
to the Narandriyaninanda, Vasantavilisa and
Hammiramadamardana in the Gaekwad’s Oriental
Series, A photo of the statutes of Vastupila and
his two wives will be found in the edition of the
NaranAriyaninanda in the same series, '
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